Scholarship Report 2005
Intro

This is an account as to how the scholarship funds for the 2005 school year were used.
The exciting part is that this year | had four different donations — two from churches and two
from individuals. | have also had a number of people express interest in helping out in the
future. This year a total of $10,390 was donated to the scholarship fund; $2000 was donated
specifically for university students. Having just started this program a year ago, | was only
sponsoring children and youth from pre-school through the last year of high school. However,
with a donation specifically to help university students, | began to sponsor students at the
university level and learned about how difficult it can be for many families to be able to afford
such an education for their children. Below is a summary as to how the scholarships were given
out for 2005.

Summary

Here is a brief summary of the scholarship fund:

1. Primary and Secondary school

137 scholarships given

111 complete scholarships

26 half scholarships

116 in Christian schools

3 in Private or Tech schools

18 in Public schools

Average scholarship for the year = $34, monthly = $2.83
Range of monthly costs at different schools = $0.88 - $9.70

SQ@ o a0 oW

2. University

a. 14 university scholarships for half of the year (donation was given in May)

b. 11 scholarships were at regular universities

c. 3 scholarships were at job training locations, i.e. 2 beauty courses for ladies to
start their own salon, 1 cell phone repair class for a young man to start his own
small business repairing cell phones

d. Average monthly scholarship = $23

e. Range of monthly costs at the various university or tech schools = $8.88 - $30.00

3. Backpacks

a. 183 backpacks were given out to children

b. 140 children were in rural areas

c. 43 children were in Managua or surrounding areas

d. Backpacks contained 5-8 notebooks, pad of paper for drawing, pens, pencils,
scissors, and a ruler set; some backpacks contained a uniform (shirt, shoes and
skirt or pants)

e. Average cost of a backpack = $9, with uniform = $15



The Overall Story

First of all | want to say that it has been quite amazing to me to see how God has really
gone before me in the development of this scholarship project. | have yet to try raising funds for
this program (but I’m about to start!) and so | hope you can understand my awe in watching
$10,390 come in over the course of this year. | have realized that there is a great amount of need
here in Nicaragua in the area of education and it seems that God is very interested in making a
difference. | am excited to see what His plans are for the coming 2006 school year.

Having run the scholarship program last year in 2004, this year things went much
smoother. In early January | decided to take on the idea of putting together backpacks for
children in a couple rural communities. | worked with an organization called Agros that works
specifically with rural communities. In partnering with them, | was able to get lists of children
that needed backpacks for the upcoming school year. The school year here in Nicaragua starts in
late January or early February and goes through the end of November. In buying all the goods
for the back-to-school packs, I learned a lot, but overall feel like I got good deals on everything
and I look forward to doing the same project this next year. Just the other week | was out in
Aduana I1, a small rural community, and one of the boys, that | had given a backpack to in
January, ran into his home and came back out proudly showing me that he still had his backpack
and it was amazingly still in good form.

Many of you know that | had been serving under Christ for the City Intl and left in June
of 2004. A number of months later my old bosses decided that it would be best for me to run the
Scholarship program funds through my new organization, the NEO Foundation. With that
decision Thomas and I opened a second bank account here in Managua in order to keep all
scholarship funds separate.

It has been exciting to be able to return to some of the same schools as last year and be
recognized by the director or the administrator, “Hey, here is the girl that comes to pay the
scholarships!” In a couple of schools | work directly with the director and he along with the
teachers choose the children that are in most need of a scholarship. In other cases I know the
children or youth personally or they are recommended by a friend as being in great need of a
scholarship. This year | partnered with another missionary named Helen who works with a
group of women who used to be prostitutes. | was able to sponsor all of their children in various
schools. One of the most interesting aspects of paying scholarships is actually walking into the
schools and getting a feeling for how they are run. At Hebron, a Baptist Christian school,
whenever | have gone to pay scholarships, I find the school fairly quiet, kids in the classrooms,
teachers teaching and the administrator at his desk. Sounds normal, right? At Hebron, | think
so. But one day at Colegio Sulema, a large public school, when | went to pay scholarships for 3
children, I had a hard time finding the administrator. Finally when 1 did, I told her that | wanted
to pay for their exams as well. She said I would need to check with the teachers. So I walked
down the hall to the 2" grade classroom and found a room full of children all running around,
having fun, throwing paper and other such stuff, but no teacher present at all. I never did find the
teacher that day. Later | was able to talk with the father and I asked him if he was happy with
the school where his children were. He said no and that he would like to switch over next year to



a Christian school close by except that it was more expensive than the public school. 1 told him
not to worry about that, but to definitely focus on changing schools for his 3 boys. At some of
the public schools I have been impressed with how things seem to be run, however, on the most
part, | am much more in favor of the many small private Christian schools that are all over the
city. There seems to be more direction and guidance and accountability on the part of the
teachers and administration.

Probably the newest and most exciting addition to this program was the start of having
university scholarships. | was not sure exactly where to start, but | shouldn’t have worried
because as soon as | mentioned something to my old boss, he had ideas of people that could very
much use the help. So I began with 5 different students and from there different opportunities
came along in meeting people who needed help in paying their monthly costs. At one point |
heard from Helen that some of the ladies that she works with had dreamed of taking some beauty
courses so that they could start their own little salons. So we began looking into costs for such a
course. InJuly I paid for a 4 month course for two gals. These are gals who are in their mid to
late twenties but haven’t study since the sixth grade. They were so excited after the first month
of classes from all that they were learning and the fact that they both scored 100 on their first
exam! In having people hear about my scholarship program now including university students, |
have had a couple of people who are living and working here in Managua who want to
scholarship specific students and run the funds through my program. So whether | wanted to or
not, it looks like it might turn into somewhat of a sponsorship program. One of the biggest
things | have learned in beginning to scholarships students at the university level is that for many
families this is totally impossible. If families had a hard time paying for the costs of primary and
secondary school, then the costs at the university level are over the top. Some families can
afford it but with great sacrifice. The main challenge is making sure that the student is going to
study well enough to be able to continue each year and that their families will support them.

Ideas for the Future

I am looking forward to continuing this program next year. One of my goals is to be able
to give out around 300 backpacks before the start of school. 1 also hope to be able to continue
sponsoring around 150 students at the primary and secondary level and 15 to 20 at the university
level.

One of the other things that | would ideally like to do with the scholarship program next
year is be able to support 1-3 children at the new Nicaraguan Christian Academy in Nejapa.
NCA is an English-speaking school here in Managua started by missionary families so that their
children could have an excellent English education. It is also a fairly expensive private school.
This past year NCA started a sister school in a neighborhood called Nejapa. The school provides
an excellent Christian based education in Spanish but with English as a second language. It is
also a bit more accessible economically but still fairly pricy. At $55 a month, for most families it
would be impossible, yet the education and opportunities to learn English are so great that |
believe it is worth providing a scholarship if only for 2 or 3 children this next year. Kathy
August, whom | work with at the sports center and who has started a pre-school and feeding
program, is also trying to raise support to send 3 of her graduating pre-schoolers there next year.
For the families it would be a dream to have their children attend such a school.



Conclusion

I hope this report has been helpful and informative. Please feel free to give your thoughts
and ideas for the future of this scholarship program. | would also appreciate your prayers for me
and for this Endeavour. Prayers for wisdom as | continue to learn about the education system
here and the best way to help families and their children. And prayers for the program that it will
continue growing and become a stable project that will continue for many years.

Donations can be sent to:
NEO Foundation
22301 SW 110th Place
Tualatin, Oregon 97062-8159

Once again, on behalf of all the children and their families as well as Thomas and | —
Muchisimas Gracias (Thank you very much!)

Below you will find a list of names of the students that received some form of scholarship for the
2005 school year.

From Hebron

Maria Ester
Kevin Steven
Angelo Joaquin
Kelvin Alexander
Aleska Tamara
Hazell Paola
Dilan Jushua
Kenia Maria
Brenda Lubianka
10. Engel Alejandro
11. Jael de los Angeles
12. Cristian Alberto
13. Estefania

14. Jessica Tatiana
15. Katherine

16. Karen Esvelia

17. Kathya

18. Wendy Tatiana
19. Yorkman Alfonso
20. Arnold Alexander
21. Oswaldo

22. David Alexander
23. Jorlan

24. Darling del Carmen
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From Loma Linda

LN~ wWNE

9

10.
11.
12.
13.

Jahoska Jiron Obregon

Gustavo Adolfo Jiron Obregon

Tania Elena Cortez

Rosa Balmaceda

Jerry Javier Molina

Jarold Armando Molina

Daniela Dayana Molina Garcia

Aldo Omar Molina Hernandez

Karina Yuvelka Molina Herrera

Leven Antonio Molina

Maria Niquirania Hernandez

Leslie Geovanny Dominguez Rodriquez
Amelka Argentina Dominguez Rodriquez

From Esteli
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Maria Jose Romero Talavera
Nelson Juniell Rodriguez Lanuza
Edwar Joseph Aguirre Silva

Neysi Lizmara Gomez Chavarria
Humberto Josue Picado Ramos
Abner Gerardo Castellon Benavides
Gerard Josue Garmendia Lezama
Natanael de Jesus Galeano Lopez
Gertrudis lvania Candia Tercero

. Edgar Alberto Casco Borge

. Andel Osmar Moreno Rodriquez
. Enmanuel Zelaya Cardoza

. Durling Omar Perez

. Cristian Ramirez Blandon

. Odel A Peralta Pastora

. Assly Daniela Garcia Pastran

. Grissel Perez Rocha

18.
19.

Abner Ochoa Lazo
Leticia Rodriguez Lopez

From Caimito

1.
2.
3.

Solimar del Carmen Garcia Lopez
Enma Selena Canales Perez
Wilfredo Antonio Gonzalez Lopez



Ricardo Antonio Lopez Brene
Cristian Antonio Lopez Brene
Ruben Elias Loaisiga Garcia
Gema Isamar Reyes Garcia
Karla Patricia Mendoza Davila
Brenda Isabel Baez Prado

. Belkis Danixa Reyes Vallecillo

. Isabel del Rosario Araica Morales

. Alvaro Danilo Carranza Garcia

. Jose Tomas Peinado Zavala

. Jonathan Israel Vivas Carranza

. Marco Josue Alfaro Garcia

. lan Franco Araica Vallecillo

. Hissela Maria Garcia Lopez

. Joseling Jahoska Mendoza Gonzales
. Suheyling Elieth Medina Carranza

. Darwin Vladimir Lopez Vallecillo

. Maycol Antonio Gonzales Prado

. Eddy Manuel Araica Vallecillo

. Roberto Jose Reyes Aburto

. Alba Geovania Perez

. Anielka Maria Gonzales Juarez

. Hilda Angelica Reyes Garcia

. Yorlene Carolina Lopez Gonzales

. Meyling Mariela Gonzales Vasquez
. Eveling Massiel Baez

. Alonso Jose Mendez

. Eliezer Josue Vivas Carranza

. Francisco Isaac Garcia Canales

. Francisco Javier Maradiaga

. Jesser Ariel Castillo Carranza

. Jotsan Ariel Castillo Carranza

. Luis David Garcia Torrez

. Roger David Vasquez Torrez

. Reyna Raquel Alfaro Zavala

. Valeria Argentina Carranza

. Mariela de los Angeles Canales Aburto
. Jessi Francela Loaisiga Garcia

. Jissel Maria Garcia Lopez

. Carolina del Carmen Garcia Aburto
. Ivan Antonio Santeliz Garcia

. Eduardo Jose Canales Aburto

. Alexander Josue Valdez Carranza

. Loyda Maria Alfaro

. Sandra del Socorro Araica Morales
. Alejandra Cristina Garcia



50. Paul Arturo Vasquez
51. Roberto Erasmio Araica

From Helen

Kesler Leonida Rayo Pilarte
Moises Aaron Sirias Martinez
Josue Ismael Sirias Martinez
Yolanda Amparo Sirias Martinez
Carlos Anibal Sirias Martinez
Meyling del Carmen Lopez Garcia
Dania Judith Lopez Castillo
Jennifer Dayana Lopez Castillo
Moises lIsaias Pineda Gaitan

10. Israel Jose Pineda Gaitan

11. Karen Elena Pineda Gaitan

12. Andreina Elisabet Perez Saballo
13. Jose Francisco Cisneros Tenorio
14. Jose Francisco Cisneros Martinez
15. Jefferson David Cisneros Martinez
16. Cristopher Jeremy Cisneros Martinez
17. Jessica Giselle Castellon Cruz

18. Dexter Javier Castellon Cruz

19. Adan lIsaac Alfaro Cruz

20. Jose Armando Alfaro Cruz

21. Michael Daniel Alfaro Cruz

22. Josselyn Lisset Paguaga Cardenas
23. Wanda Maria Cisne Saballo
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From Managua

Mauricio Martin Urbina Flores
Hector Flores

Yessenia Magaly Ruiz Rostran
Amanda Rios Mayorga

Nestor Norois Mayorga
Jocasta Norois Mayorga
Oscar Norois Mayorga
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University Students

Cristopher Ariel Amador Hernandez
Tanya Yadaris Gago

Martha Lorena Gonzalez Araica
Isayana de los Angeles Carranza Garcia
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Josue Lopez Orozco

Leana

Fabricio Jose Mendoza Avelares
Claudia Garcia Lainez

Karla Canales Cortez

10. Walter Rayo

11. Jose Manuel Davila

12. Xiomara del Socorro Cruz

13. Marcela de los Angeles Morales Useda
14. William Oliver Gonzalez Sandino



